
WHO GETS COUNTED? · WHO GETS COUNTED? · WHO GETS COUNTE

W O R D  R E I M A G I N E D  ·  A P O L L O  B E N Z  P R O D U C T I O N S D O C  0 0 2  ·  C I V I C  H E R E S Y  S E R I E S  ·  B R O A D S I D E

THE
OUT-CASTE
DOCTRINE
On being outside a system that was never built for you.

Caste is the granting or withholding of respect, status, honor, attention, privileges, resources,
benefit of the doubt, and human kindness to someone on the basis of their perceived rank or
standing in the hierarchy.
ISABEL WILKERSON · CASTE · 2020

T H E  W O R D  A N D  T H E  W O U N D

The American South called them by every name that could
be carved into a sign hung above a water fountain. India
called them untouchables. The Reich called them
undesirables. Apartheid called them non-whites. The word
changes. The structure does not. Every civilization has
needed a category of person, and every civilization has tried
to disappear them.

F R O M  B E L O W  T O  O U T S I D E

Every caste system tells the same lie. It says: you are below
us. The out-caste doctrine begins with one pivot, and the
pivot is a preposition. Not below. Outside. I am not below
your hierarchy. I am outside it. Your ranking system has no
jurisdiction over me. My worth was never within your gift to
bestow and is not within your power to withdraw.

O N  T H E  H Y P H E N

Outcast, without the hyphen, is what the system calls you
when it expels you. It is a passive condition imposed from
above. Out-caste, with the hyphen, is what you call
yourself. The hyphen is a typographic act of self-naming.
It changes the subject from the one who is named to the one
who names.

T H E  C H A R G E

It means the refusal of permission: the out-caste does not
wait to be granted dignity. It means the obligation of the
archive: memory is the first weapon, and forgetting is the
regime’s preferred tool. It means the long horizon,
measured in centuries and not news cycles. And it means
joy, which is the proof that the struggle has not yet
succeeded in killing the spirit it set out to kill.

YOU ARE NOT THE SYSTEM’S LOSS. YOU
ARE ITS OVERFLOW.
T H E  D O C K E T
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